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Introduction

Since the dawn of maritime trading, dating back to the early 15th century, man has always
wanted to expand his trading routes.

Ancient ships travelled the 7 seas, expanding further and further to new and exciting horizons.

Over time, many complex challenges arose when navigating the logistics world, some more
daunting than the next.

SAAIT is not a clearing and forwarding agency – we are an organisation that provides training,
support and assistance to any company involved in the import or export of products.

We simplify the complex and daunting task of logistics to a level that you can understand and
easily manage!

Our motto is simple:

“SAAIT – Result Driven Solutions!”



COMPANY MISSION

Setting the Industry Standard for the future of Global Logistics in 
South Africa

COMPANY VISION

To create programs that improve the standard of Logistics in South 
Africa, enhancing our global footprint with a signature of world 
class excellence.



Why choose S A A I T

A Supply Chain is described as:

“a system of organizations, people, activities, information, and resources
involved in moving a product or service from supplier to customer”

SAAIT is an organisation that allows people to access information and resources
to simplify the supply chain / logistics process and provide long term solutions!



• 1994 - Started his career in International Logistics in Cape Town

• 1999 – Moved to Durban in a managerial role

• 2010 – Business owner in Durban

• 2019 – Relocated to Johannesburg to further his business interests

He has extensive experience is all aspects of international and local logistics:

Curriculum Vitae of the founder 

Alton Tippens

• Courier

• Air freight

• Sea Freight

• Road Freight (local and over-border)

• Rail Freight

• Warehousing

• All government departments relating to logistics

27 year experience in logistics, local and international, from a driver to a director.



Why should you consider SAAIT?

• As an existing importer or exporter, your basic knowledge of local and international logistics 

will be improved. Many of your questions relating to this industry will be answered.

• You will make informed decisions on how your products are imported to, or exported from, 

South Africa. Terms of your purchase, correct mode of transport and other decisions will 

become simpler!

• Any issues you may have with your logistics service providers will be resolved much 

quicker. Your understanding of shipping terms and processes will give you the confidence 

in any interactions or meetings.

• Reduce unnecessary or additional costs and/or delays, because the communication with 

your service providers is in the same “logistics language” – no more miscommunication 

and misunderstandings!

• As an entrepreneur, dreaming to start with your own imports or exports, we will take you 

through the entire process. From a cost and feasibility study, all the way to your very first 

consignment!



The 3 step program

Step 1 – 5 Module Introductory Course

• Module 1 – The shipping process and modes of transport

• Module 2 – Basic shipping terminology

• Module 3 – Incoterms

• Module 4 – SA Local procedures 

• Module 5 – Authority stops and documentation

Step 2 – Registration as an Importer and/or Exporter

• Customs (SARS)

• National Regulator for Compulsory Standards (NRCS)

• Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF)

• State Vet

• Port Health

• The International Trade Administration Commission of South Africa 

(ITAC) 



Step 3 – Support, assistance and guidance

• Consultation, guidance and assistance in making decisions with your imports 

and exports.

• Logistics experts to assist with any government legislation advise, additional 

costs, delays, etc.

• Assistance in the settling of disputes with any service provider, from government 

departments to the private sector.

• Audit of all costings to ensure correct and applicable,  and checking of 

documents to ensure it’s in accordance with required legal legislation and 

accepted standards.

• Setup of systems and procedures to control and monitor your imports or exports.

The 3 step program (continued)



The South African Association of International Traders (SAAIT)

41 Oranjerivier Drive Tel:     011 568 7924

Terenure, Fax:    086 527 8460

Kempton Park Cell:    078 671 8180

Gauteng, 1619 Email: alton@saait.co.za

Contact us now, and we’ll show you how to make international logistics as easy as 1 2 3 !

mailto:alton@saait.co.za

