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South Africa’s automotive component exports
• South Africa’s overall component exports 

have increased by 9% between 2019 and 
2020 (in nominal terms).
o Component exports increased from R41 

billion to R45 billion during this period, 
despite the COVID-19 pandemic.

• Year-on-year (y/y) Growth in component 
exports per region was mixed:
o Positive growth was recorded in South 

Africa’s exports to the North and Latin 
America (31% and 11% respectively), and 
the EU (12%), and 

o South Africa’s exports to the rest of the 
world grew by 17%.

• The EU accounts for 55% of South Africa’s 
share of total component exports

• SA’s exports to Africa account for 18%, and 
North America is 12%.

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

R
an

d 
(B

illi
on

s)

EU (28) Africa Asia and Far East North America Latin America RoW



South African component exports to Africa

• Automotive component exports into the 
continent declined by 3.6%, from R7.9 billion 
in 2019 to R8.2 billion in 2020. 

• Component exports to SADC – our largest market –
declined by 3%, from R7.5 billion in 2019 to R7.3 
billion in 2020

• However, there was growth in exports to 
Madagascar (+55%), Zimbabwe (+31%), Lesotho 
(+11%), Malawi (+55%), Zambia (+4%) and 
Seychelles (+4%). 

• The African Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA) – which kicked off Jan 2021 - holds 
enormous potential benefits for South Africa’s 
expansion into new markets in West, East and 
North Africa.

• The successful implementation of AfCFTA
would mitigate the negative COVID-19 effects 
on economic growth by enhancing regional 
trade and reducing trade costs.

7. DR Congo – R480 million

5. Mozambique – R734 million

8. Lesotho – R332 million

Eswatini – R493 million
1. Namibia – R1.6 billion

2. Botswana – R1.3 billion
4. Zimbabwe – R766 million

3. Zambia – R1.6 billion

10. Kenya – R155 million

16. Ghana – R57 million



South African component exports to the EU

• Surprisingly, SA exports to the EU Market 
grew by 12%, from R21.8 billion in 2019 to 
R24.4 billion in 2020.

• This growth was mainly driven by increases in 
exports of catalytic converters to the Czech 
Republic and the UK. 

• The Czech Republic more than doubled from R3.3 
billion in 2019 to R6.8 billion in 2020.

• Exports to the UK also increased by 41%, from R1.9
billion in 2019 to R2.8 billion in 2020.

• SA’s component exports to the Netherlands, Finland, 
Romania, Portugal and Poland all experienced 
positive growth over the same period.

• Meanwhile, fears of a slump due to COVID-19 
and Brexit subsided in the 3rd and 4th Quarter 
of 2020 as exports rebounded. 

• Instead, a weakening exchange rate, stock-
piling of catalytic converters (amid EU 
emission deadlines), and downturn in metal 
prices underpinned SA’s component export 
growth. 1. Germany – R10.7 billion

11. Italy – R70 million

2. Czech Republic – R6.8 billion

8. Hungary– R263 million4. Spain – R1.5 billion

3. UK – R2.76 billion 9. Poland – R193 million

6. Netherlands – R596 million

5. Belgium – R836 million

10. France – R147 million



South African component exports to the USMCA

• South Africa’s automotive component exports 
to the USMCA region grew by 31% from R4 
billion in 2019 to R5.3 billion in 2020. 

• The key drivers of this growth were increases 
of exports of catalytic converters:

• Catalytic converter exports to the US increased by 
28% from R3.4 billion in 2019 to R4.4 billion in 2020 

• Meanwhile, catalytic converter exports to Mexico 
increased by 57% from R526 million in 2019 to R824 
million in 2020.

• South Africa’s component exports to Canada grew 
by 4% from R105 million to R110 million over the 
same period.

• The most important highlight of this region is 
AGOA – a non-reciprocal trade arrangement 
we have with the US. 

• An annual review is due for June/July ahead 
of the August Annual Conference, a bilateral 
engagement between sub-SA and the US

1. US – R4.4 billion

2. Mexico – R824 million

3. Canada – R110 million



South African component exports to the MERCOSUR

• South Africa’s exports to the MERCOSUR 
region has grown by 11% from R625 million in 
2019 to R696 million in 2020.

• South Africa’s automotive component exports 
to Argentina grew by 9%, from R479 million in 
2019 to R523 million in 2020.

• Meanwhile, SA’s component exports to Brazil 
increased by 10% from R131 million to R144 
million over the same period.

• Other markets such as Venezuela, Uruguay 
and Paraguay are still quite small and an 
effort may need to be taken to develop these 
markets.

• The SACU-MERCOSUR Agreement has been 
in existence for five years and due for a 
review. The MERCOSUR partners have been 
keen to expand the scope of the agreement to 
deepen and widen trade benefits. 

1. Argentina – R523 million

4. Uruguay – R360,000

2. Brazil – R144 million

3. Paraguay – R523,0005. Venezuela – R98,000
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