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Port Manager, Rajesh Dana said that the port is scheduled 
to receive 39 cruise vessel calls this season between 
October 2019 and April 2020. This is almost double the 
number of calls from the 2018/19 season. Of these, nine 
vessels will call more than once throughout the season. 
We are also excited to welcome MEIN SCHIFF HERZ, 
calling for the first time in South Africa.

“Cruise liner tourism is aligned with TNPA’s vision of 
transforming the port into a Smart People’s Port. 
The cruise season provides a big boost for Nelson 
Mandela Bay’s economy, allowing tourists to access 
recreational, leisure and wildlife experiences in and 
around our city,” Dana said. 

The MS Queen Elizabeth returned to the Port of PE for the fourth 
time on 22 November. Guests were welcomed by the sweet sounds 
of traditional singing. 

The MS Alabatros docked at berth 101 in the Port of PE. 

The Port of PE has been rewarded for maintaining high 
safety standards for its staff, ships and cargo, for which 
it has achieved second place out of all eight ports in SA. 
The announcement was made at the sixth annual Maritime 
Security Indaba in Simons Town on 18 November. 

This is an improvement from the previously held third position. 
The Port of Richards Bay took first place. The achievement relates 
to the compliance with the International Ship and Port Facility 
Security (ISPS) Code, which is an essential maritime regulation for 
the safety and security of ships, ports, cargo and crew.

The proud team are from the left Nelson Masophi 
(Security Manager, Port of PE), Tembile Fumana 
(Operations Manager, Port of PE), Martina McQuinto 
(Port Facility Security Officer, EPT Port Leasing) 
and Ralton Grootboom (Security Systems Specialist, 
Port of PE).

The Port of PE celebrated the official launch of the 2019/20 cruise season with the arrival of the MS Albatros on 
25 October. She was welcomed into the port with a tug ballet – in which tugs spray water with their fire monitors. 

CRUISE SEASON SETS SAIL WITH A BRIGHT OUTLOOK 



PORTS OF PE & NGQURA

The Port of Ngqura recently celebrated the 10th anniversary of the arrival of its first commercial vessel 
on 4 October 2009. Here is a look at some of the port’s major milestones since its inception. 

CELEBRATING A DECADE OF OPERATIONS 

REFLECTING ON OUR MILESTONES

INFRASTRUCTURE MILESTONES
The planning on the Port of Ngqura, meaning “ground water” or “sweet water” in Xhosa, started in 1996. Located 
on 1 254 ha of land within the 12 000 ha Coega IDZ, construction took place in two phases.

PHASE 1 – MAIN MARINE WORKS
• November 2002 – Construction started
• 30 June 2004 – Flooding of basin (20 months after start)
• 30 months after start – Operational berths
• February 2006 – Completion

PHASE 2 – OPERATIONALISATION OF CONTAINER TERMINAL
• December 2006 – Construction started
• 4 October 2009 – Operations started 
• August 2011 – Completion 

SHE MILESTONES

• 2009/10 – Obtained Five Helmet Certification in Fire Safety     
 Management system

• 2012/13 – Obtained OHSAS 18001 and ISO 14001 certification

• 2014/15 – Won Eastern Cape Top Green Organisation Award

• 2018/19 – Achieved 1 million man-hours with no disabling injury

OTHER MILESTONES

• 2017 – State-of-the-art administration building opened for business

• 21 February 2019 – First sod turning for the construction of the Tank Farm

• 2018/19 – TEU growth from 70 209 in 2009/10  to 744 660 in 2018/19

PHASE 1 & 2 – FAST FACTS
• Earth moved   - 17,800,000 m3

• Concrete poured  - 1,138,000 m3 

• Materials dredged - 12,355,000 m3

• LTI free man-hours - 3 million

Phase 1: Site of port 
construction - 2002 Phase 1:  Status on 10 May 2004Phase 1: Status on 

5 Feb 2003

eMendi Administration Building



UNIQUE FEATURES

• The eighth and newest port under TNPA control
• The deepest container port in SA
• The longest breakwater in SA 
• The only port with a green status in SA (subjected to environmental legislation during its entire development 
 and operation)
• Contains some of the most sensitive and threatened vegetation types in SA
• Close to St Croix Island with the largest colony of African Penguins in SA
• The first port with a fixed sand bypass system in SA (transferring sand from the up-drift to down-drift 
 coastline 24/7)
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