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The crème de la crème of the province’s exporters gathered 
to see Volkswagen Group SA (VWSA) being honoured as the 
Overall Winner in August. 

Transnet National Ports Authority (TNPA), as platinum 
sponsor of the event, shared some of the Nelson Mandela 
Bay ports’ highlights which helped position the province as 
a global player operating across multiple commodities and 
sectors, such as automotive, containers, manganese, liquid 
bulk and break-bulk.

The Mandela Bay ports confirmed their commitment to supporting and facilitating trade at the 24th annual 
Exporters Eastern Cape Exporter of the Year Award. 

STRENGTHENING OUR GATEWAYS TO PROSPERITY

Playing to win are from the left Sakhiwo Tetyana (TNPA), 
Nontobeko Funde (OTGC), Nandi Oliphant, Nozipho Booi and 
Jarryd Introna (TNPA).    

Facilitating trade in the Eastern Cape are from the left Theo 
Sethosa, Sujit Bhagattjee (TNPA), Loshini Govender, Taryn Lange 
(Bidfreight Port Operations) and and Rajesh Dana (TNPA).

Port highlights

• Manganese Ore exports have been strong in the 
province, due to favourable market conditions. PE’s 
Manganese Bulk Terminal is the largest in the country 
and aims to be the largest globally once relocated 
to the Port of Ngqura. Exports through the Port 
of Ngqura also reached positive levels driven by 
manganese and citrus this year.  

• In the Liquid Bulk sector, the Port of Ngqura and Oil 
Tanking Grindrod Calulo Holdings (OTGC) are on track 
with the 24-month development period to commission 
the new liquid bulk Tank Farm in the port at the end of 
2020. 

• In the Dry Bulk/Breakbulk space, the Port of PE 
appointed a new Multi-Purpose Terminal Operator 
(BPO) to develop the facility and bring in new business. 

• Automotive exports remain the fastest growing 
sector for the province, with the Port of PE exporting 
approximately 120 000 vehicles annually. VWSA is 
forecasting higher exports. Ford Motor Company 
is optimising the use of rail wagons returning from 
Gauteng and exporting new volumes out of PE. We are 
also expecting BAIC to come on board next year. 

• Sustainability and compliance remain priorities 
for Transnet. Continuously attracting international 
delegations from across the globe, the Port of Ngqura 
is complying with stringent environmental legislation 
to maintain its unique green status. The Port of PE 
also became the first port in TNPA to achieve ISO 
45001 – an international standard that specifies 
requirements for occupational health and safety. 



PORTS OF PE & NGqURA

A joint initiative by the United Nations and the 
International Maritime Organisation, World 
Maritime Day celebrates the international 
maritime industry’s contribution towards the 
world’s economy, especially in shipping. 

This year’s theme, Empowering Women in 
the Maritime Community, allowed TNPA to 
promote its achievements regarding gender 
equality in an industry historically dominated 
by males.

At the World Maritime Day celebrations in the Port of PE are Captain Brynn Adamson (TNPA Harbour Master – far left), Cllr. Buyeye 
(Deputy Executive Mayor – middle) and Rajesh Dana (PE Port Manager – far right) with the TS Lanherne cadets.

MANDELA BAY PORTS CELEBRATE WORLD MARITIME DAY 
The Ports of PE and Ngqura rolled out an array of activities to mark World Maritime Day on 26 September.

Nico Walters (TNPA General Manager: Strategic 
Projects) with Nonstikelelo Tam of the SA Navy 
during World Maritime Day celebrations in the Port 
of PE.

Participating in the Port of Ngqura’s panel discussion are from the left  
Dr Jessica Fraser (Senior Lecturer Operations Management, NMU), Kgomotso 
Silokane (COLT Marine), Betsy Ings (Siyaloba Training Academy) and Lindiwe 
Mawowa (Department of Transport).

Young Marine professionals in the Port of Ngqura inspired learners from 
various schools by sharing their personal career journeys with them. They are 
from the left Ntombizodwa Khanyisa (Trainee Tugmaster), Mbali Khanyile 
(Marine Technical Manager), Anathi Khoza (Tug Master), Olwethu Mzimeli 
(Trainee Tugmaster), Sandile Gebashe (Pilot) and Yoliswa Tibane (Deputy 
Harbour Master).



The Port of PE commemorated the arrival of 
the Windsor Adventure in its waters with a 
ceremonial plaque handover. 

“We are proud and honoured to be the 
registered home port for the Windsor 
Adventure. We celebrate this significant 
event, not only as the Port of PE, but also 
as a country. It marks the growth in the 
South African Ship Registry, confirms the 
attractiveness of the Nelson Mandela Bay 
ports as a strategic maritime node and 
showcases the potential to exploit the Blue 
Oceans Economy,” said Rajesh Dana, Port 
Manager. 

With all her sails up, this 86 m long vessel’s total sail area leaps to a staggering 5,051 square metres. 

“The visit reinforces our port’s vision of being a ‘Smart People’s Port’, promoting the increasing 
presence of maritime leisure and recreational activities in Nelson Mandela Bay,” said Port of PE, Port 
Manager Rajesh Dana.  

AQuiJO, spent 2018 in South America, Patagonia and the South Pacific Islands. She later set sail for 
New Zealand, Vanuatu, Solomon Island, Papua New Guinea and Indonesia. As she is constantly on the 
move, she does not have a home port. The crew is international, with several South Africans on board. 
AQuiJO, is also available for charter worldwide. Interested parties can contact Captain Gerhard 
Veldsman on Captain@sy-aquijo.com

WELCOMING THE NEWEST SHIP TO FLY THE SA FLAG 
The Port of PE is the proud home port of the fourth ship registered on the South African Ship Register. This 
is a milestone in South Africa’s drive to be recognised as a maritime nation in line with the South African 
government’s Operation Phakisa, which aims to unlock the potential of the ocean’s economy. 

History was made at the Port of 
PE when the world’s largest high-
performance yacht, AQuiJO, visited 
the port for the first time on  
11 October. This first-class superyacht 
– owned by Norwegian billionaire 
businessman, Kjell Inge Røkke – was 
designed to cruise around the world. 

The Windsor Adventure arrives home to the Port of PE. 

The world’s largest high performance yacht berthed at Berth 101 in the Port of PE. 

PORT OF PE

     
    W

ORLD’S                     LARGEST YACHT vIS
IT

S 
PE



“We are proud to commemorate this occasion. The MSC 
Catania berthed at 10:50 on Sunday, 4 October 2009 
and off-loaded 275 containers at an average speed of 19 
containers per ship working hour. The vessel stayed for 21 
hours before leaving the port at 07:40 on 5 October 2009,” 
said Tandi Lebakeng, Port Manager of the Port of Ngqura. 

The port’s container throughput has grown from 70 209 
Twenty Foot Equivalent Units (TEU) in the 2009/10 
financial year to 744 660 TEUs in the 2018/19 financial 
year. It is the newest and deepest container port on the 
South African coastline – a trans-shipment hub offering 
an integrated port service for containers in transit to 
global markets and within the Sub-Saharan Africa region. 
Today it is one of the fastest growing ports on the African 
continent. 

This 70-day maintenance programme on the 
drill ship, SAIPEM 12000, included a temporary 
site office and workshop on the quayside. “We 
maximised local employment opportunities from 
the project. Numerous bed-and-breakfast facilities 
were booked out over this period. The Coega 
Development Corporation (CDC)  also benefitted 
in terms of accommodation in their village and 
meal preparation for all staff on site. All transport 
requirements, including forklifts, were secured in 
PE,” said Chris Sparg, MD, DORMAC. 

NEWEST PORT CELEBRATES A DECADE

OIL RIG UPGRADE 
BOOSTS LOCAL 
ECONOMY

On 4 October the Port of Ngqura celebrated the 10th anniversary of the arrival of the first commercial vessel 
to enter the port. 

A recent offshore oil rig maintenance 
and upgrade project by DORMAC Marine 
Engineering in the Port of Ngqura ensured 
a solid socio-economic injection for Nelson 
Mandela Bay. Almost 60% of the project’s 
labour was sourced locally. 

The first commercial vessel, the MSC Catania, in the Port of Ngqura on 4 October 2009.

PORT OF NGqURA

LocaL skiLLs used:

Scaffolding - 56 
scaffolders trained, 

represented 80% of the 
scaffolding team

Electrical 
skills - 90% Rigging - 2 full teams

Administrative 
functions - 

quality, labour control 
& admin functions

Safety - safe tank  
training & employment



PORT OF NGqURA

“We are proud to have clinched an award at the national 
TNPA Safety Competition recently for achieving a 
Disabling Injury Frequency Rate (DIFR) of zero in a 
2-year period. Under the banner of our Zero Harm safety 
campaign, we are on a serious quest to eliminate safety 

incidents and maintain safety as our highest operational 
priority,” said Mpatisi Pantsi, SHE Manager for the 
port. He attributes the port’s success to, among others, 
effective communication and robust safety awareness 
among staff. 

She addressed the audience on women in the workplace, 
specifically in the maritime industry. The other panellists 
were Neil Campher (MD of Campher and Sabata 
Investments), Dumisani Mbebe (Director of Constituency 
Service) and Dr Phumeza Kota-Nyati (Nelson Mandela 
University).

AIESEC aims to inspire youth towards achieving the 
United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals. The 
direction is clear for 2030 – to eradicate extreme poverty, 
reduce inequalities and take climate action. AIESEC wants 
to raise awareness of these goals among the youth of the 
world.   

INSPIRING OUR YOUTH TOWARDS A BETTER FUTURE

The Port of Ngqura celebrated 1 million hours of work without a disabling injury. This achievement not only 
confirms a safe working environment for employees, but also shows customers that the teams at the Port 
of Ngqura are able to guide their vessels safely into port, despite the adverse weather conditions often 
experienced in the windy city. 

The Port of Ngqura was proud of Mbali Khanyile (Marine Technical Manager) when she took to the stage as a 
panellist at the recent AIESEC Youth Speak Forum at Nelson Mandela University. 

The Port of Ngqura’s leadership celebrated their safety achievement with employees in the workplace by wearing blue overalls and 
handing out chocolates.

The panellists at the AIESEC Youth Speak Forum are from the left Neil Campher, Mbali Khanyile and Dumisani Mbebe.

HOURS OF SAFETYCELEBRATING


