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Dubbed as the Twin Ports, located in Nelson Mandela 
Bay, the two ports work jointly in a complementary 
manner on projects. This Twin Ports system allows the 
two ports to have a competitive as well as a comparative 
advantage, aimed at providing the best service to the 
customer at the most cost-effective rate.  This is in line 
with TNPA’s vision of providing strategic infrastructure 
according to clients’ needs. 

OUR PRIME EXAMPLE
Currently,  VWSA imports containerised components 
through the Port of Ngqura and exports the assembled 
vehicles through the Port of PE. This way the Twin Ports 
system enhances the value proposition for investors and 
reduces the cost of doing business in the region. Global 

connectivity is also increased due to comparatively 
lower transport costs provided by the system. 

OUR FUTURE PLANS
BAIC, Isuzu and FAW are likely to follow VWSA’s route in 
future, especially when the relocation of the Manganese 
Bulk Terminal and Liquid Bulk Terminal free up space 
in the Port of PE for more vehicle exports and the 
waterfront development.  

BOOST ECONOMIC ACTIVITY AND EMPLOYMENT
The Twin Ports increase economic activity between 
the hinterland and ports, which leads to the further 
development of infrastructure such as roads and 
railways. 

With the Port of Ngqura having reached a significant milestone of 10 years in operation, what is the 
relevance of the Port of PE? 

NELSON MANDELA BAY PORTS – A COMPLEMENTARY TWIN PORTS SYSTEM

The Port of PE is the premier automotive 
hub. It is a geographically well positioned, 
customer-centric, multi-cargo port that 
prides itself on flexibility and service 
excellence. It is the client’s automatic 
choice.”
Rajesh Dana, Port Manager – Port of PE

The Port of PE.

“The Port of Ngqura is the container 
transhipment hub for Sub-Saharan Africa. It 
is a world-class deepwater port strategically 
positioned within a Special Economic Zone, 
providing integrated, competitive and 
efficient port services.” 
Tandi Lebakeng, Port Manager – Port of Ngqura

The Port of Ngqura.



NEW TERMINAL OPERATOR LAUNCHES BUSINESS IN THE 
PORT OF PE 
Bidfreight Port Operations (BPO) officially launched its Multi-Purpose Terminal operations in the Port of PE 
after completion of its refurbishment to Sheds 10 and 11.

The refurbished Sheds 10 and 11.

PORT OF PE

The port announced the appointment of its third terminal 
operator at the Multi-Purpose Terminal (MPT) at the 
beginning of last year. BPO became the second private 
terminal operator at the MPT after the successful award 
of a Section 56 terminal operator license through an open 
tender process. 

The license awarded to BPO includes the design, 
development, financing, construction, operation and 
maintenance of the sheds. The project has now officially 
been completed with the sheds transformed into state-
of-the-art facilities ensuring vital volume growth of 
multi-purpose cargo passing through the port, boosting 
the economy of Nelson Mandela Bay and providing much 
needed jobs. A Section 56 agreement, in terms of the 
National Ports Act, allows TNPA to sign terminal operator 
agreements with private-sector companies to reduce the 
cost of doing business and improve the competitiveness 
of South African companies.

Rajesh Dana, Port Manager of the Port of PE said, “The 
transformation that BPO has brought to the MPT, is 
testament to what a Section 56 agreement can achieve 
through collaboration with industry players. This 
investment is ensuring that TNPA delivers on its mandate 
of ensuring economic growth in Nelson Mandela Bay, 
through successful facilitation of business opportunities.”

“Reaching this milestone is attributed not only to the 
hard work and commitment of our BPO employees, but 
also to the manner in which the Port of PE has supported 
the process. BPO can now optimally strive to surpass 
the values enshrined in our motto: In place. On Time,” said 
Jannie Roux, MD of BPO.

Celebrating the milestone in the Port of PE are from the left 
Wandile Mzamo, Jannie Roux (BPO) and Sujit Bhagattjee 
(TNPA). 



PORT OF PE

Starting his career as a deckhand in 1973, Murphy remembers many highlights, but the one closest to his heart was 
docking the Queen Mary II when she arrived in the Port of PE for the first time. 

“Pilot Murphy has selflessly 
trained and mentored many 
people over the years. He has 
produced General Purpose 
Ratings (GPRs), a Pilot Boat 
Master, a Berthing Master, Tug 
Masters and Pilots. We thank him 
as a true ocean stalwart and wish 
him all the best as he enjoys his 
new life ashore.” 
-  Captain Brynn Adamson,  

Harbour Master of the Port of PE. 

The leisure vessel was on a 78-night Grand African and 
Indian Ocean Voyage, which began at the Port of Cobh in 
Ireland, spanning three continents, 21 296 nautical miles, 
visiting 31 ports of call with two Equator crossings and 
a transit of the Suez Canal. She had five scheduled calls 

in South Africa – Cape Town, Mossel Bay, Port Elizabeth, 
Durban and Richards Bay.

PORT OF PE PILOT DROPS ANCHOR AFTER 41 YEARS 

MARCO POLO RETURNS ON A GRAND VOYAGE

The Port of PE celebrated the dedication of Pilot Bernard Murphy, who retired after 41 years of service.

The Port of PE welcomed a special visitor as the Marco Polo passenger liner berthed in its waters with 623 
passengers on 30 January. She was visiting South African shores for the first time since the 1990s.

The Marco Polo cruise liner called at South African ports in 
January and February.

Welcoming the Marco Polo to the city were from left:  
Captain Vuyani Ntsimango (TNPA), Sergiy Zhygalin (Master, 
Marco Polo), Punky Nogqala (NMB Tourism), Nondwe Hempe 
(EDTA) and Captain Faisal Sultan (TNPA). 

Celebrating with Pilot Bernard Murphy (centre) are Captain Brynn Adamson (left) 
and Rajesh Dana, Port Manager.  



PORT OF NGQURA

The building, consisting of three boardrooms and an 
entertainment area will accommodate the Marine staff 
operating in the area. The port’s staff have been invited to 
suggest suitable names for these facilities, to be officially 
inaugurated soon. 

The ACB is now home to the port’s three tugs and one pilot 
boat, freeing up Berth C101, which was designed to handle 
revenue generating vessels.

“Having had no facility to berth the tugs was always a 
limitation for the port in terms of revenue creation. This 
significant investment in infrastructure demonstrates 
TNPA’s confidence in the future capabilities of this 
expanding port,” said Tandi Lebakeng, Port Manager.  

PORT OF NGQURA INTRODUCES BRAND NEW ASSET
The Port of Ngqura is proud to introduce its latest asset – a brand new building complementing its recently 
completed Admin Craft Basin (ACB). The completion of the R360 million ACB has opened up opportunities 
for revenue growth in this young developing port. 

The brand new building, complementing the Port of Ngqura’s recently completed Admin Craft Basin, to be officially inaugurated soon. 

THE COMPLETED ACB FEATURES THE FOLLOWING: 

300 m breakwater armoured with rocks

120 m Finger Pier to accommodate tugs, pilot boats 
and small craft

40 m extension to provide berthing for two additional 
tugs, if required in future

A channel of 8,3 m deep

Rock revetment

Boat ramp

Vehicle ramp

Building



PORT OF NGQURA

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS
Phakamile started his career as a General Worker at Triton Express, a 
logistics solutions company in PE. His tenacity and love for operations 
enabled him to climb the ladder to Operations Manager, before leaving for 
TNPA a few years later. He started as a Marine Shorehand and completed 
Mechanical Engineering subjects at the PE TVET College part-time 
before continuing his self-funded fulltime studies at the Cape Peninsula 
University of Technology (CPUT). 

CREATING SOLUTIONS
He had to be very creative to fit in both shift work in PE and fulltime 
studies in Cape Town. He followed a rigorous routine for almost a year -  
travelling between Cape Town and PE on a weekly basis. Due to his 
outstanding academic performance, including three distinctions, he was 
awarded a Transnet bursary. He hopes to achieve his Marine Engineering 
Certificate of Competency soon. 

Phakamile’s advice is, “Aim and shoot for your goal, never doubt yourself.”
He was born and raised in Red Location, New Brighton. He matriculated 
at Hillside Secondary School in Port Elizabeth. 

Sandile regards a Pilot as a critical position in the port. “I challenge myself to 
be as efficient as possible when serving our customers in due time.”

WHAT IS AN OPEN LICENSE?
An open license means a Marine Pilot is no longer restricted to handle a 
certain size of vessel - they can bring any vessel to the port. It takes a few 
years from obtaining the first license to an open license, as there are a few 
licenses between the two. Marine Pilots are trained to eventually have an open 
license, which is regarded as their final destination and a significant milestone. 

BEARING THE SWEET FRUIT OF PERSEVERANCE

MARINE PILOT MILESTONE:
BECOMING THIRD OPEN LICENSE HOLDER

Having shown extreme perseverance and determination, Phakamile Skosana is well on his way towards 
achieving his dream of becoming a Chief Marine Engineering Officer at the Port of Ngqura. His motto “I can” 
continues to drive him to achieve his ultimate milestone. 

The key development in Sandile Gebashe’s career was definitely 
obtaining his open license as Marine Pilot last year. This sought-
after qualification enabled him to dock the biggest vessel visiting 
the Port of Ngqura, the MSC Elisa (142 000 gross tonnage, 366 m 
length), on the day that he obtained this license. He has become the 
Port of Ngqura’s third open license holder with this scarce skill. The 
port’s ultimate goal is to have five open license pilots. 

Sandile Gebashe is the Port of Ngqura’s third Marine Pilot to obtain an open license. 

Phakamile Skosana

Sandile Gebashe


