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Acting Transnet Group Chief Executive, Tau Morwe, embarked on a roadshow at the end 
of last year to engage and interact face-to-face with customers across the country. He 

addressed various Eastern Cape stakeholders at the Port of Ngqura on 6 December. 

Morwe confirmed Transnet’s commitment to address operational performance and to 
reposition itself to become more customer-centric. He said that Transnet was dealing with 
corruption and past issues that emanated from state capture, and would step up efficiency 

which has taken a knock over the past few years. 

“We are also rethinking and shifting. We need to ensure that we deliver on the 
volumes we sign up for with our customers. To do that, we have 
to put the right things in place. We need to put in place a new 
business model that is fit for purpose, focusing sharply on our 
ability to deliver to our customers.  We will also start looking 
at areas where we can bring in the private sector,” Morwe said.

TRANSNET PROMISES TO RAMP UP EFFICIENCY

Tau Morwe addresses Eastern Cape 
stakeholders in the Port of Ngqura. 
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CELEBRATING A SUCCESSFUL PEople’s PORT FESTIVAL
Thousands of people flocked to the Port of PE on  
1 – 2 December 2018 for the second PEople’s Port Festival. 

The event transformed the city’s harbour precinct into a people-
friendly environment. Highlights included tours of South African Navy 
vessels and TNPA marine craft, bus tours exploring areas that are 
usually restricted to the public, the Bayworld experiential area which 
included appearances by renowned chef Benny Masekwameng, and the 
Bocadillo’s pop-up restaurant. 
The festival also delivered top-notch live entertainment with artists 
like DJ Heavy K, crooner Vusi Nova and Hip-Hop/Rap artist iFani 
performing on both days, as well as a spectacular laser show, shark 
displays and a daring air stunt display against clear blue skies. 



PE WELCOMES 
MV TITUS VESSEL ON MAIDEN VOYAGE

The Port of PE welcomed the MV Titus, the latest WW 
Ocean Neo-Panamax vessel, on her maiden voyage at 
the end of last year.     

The vessel, which sailed the Asia to North America 
trade route on her maiden voyage, has been specifically 
designed to reduce energy consumption and emissions 
per ton/km cargo transported. She is the first Large 
Car and Truck Carrier (LCTC) ever built at the China 
Shipbuilding Industry Corporation’s (CSIC) Xingang 
Shipyard and the first Chinese built LCTC in the WW 
Ocean fleet. 

FIRST IN A SERIES OF FOUR NEW VESSELS
The MV Titus is also the first in a series of four new Post-Panamax vessels due to enter the WW Ocean fleet in the 
months to come. WW Ocean already has four vessels of the HERO design in operation, which have proven their ability 
to deliver from an operational and environmental perspective. HERO refers to High Efficiency Ro-Ro – a specialised 
type of car carrier.

The gigantic MV Titus towers above the quayside during her 
maiden call in the Port of PE.

2018/19 CRUISE SEASON  

The Port of PE’s 2018/19 cruise season was officially launched with the arrival of the MS Amadea to its shores in 
November last year. TNPA celebrated her entry into the port with a tug ballet (a demonstration in which tugs spray 
water out of the fire monitors.)

Phoenix Reisen’s MS Amadea sailed into port fully booked, carrying 630 German passengers and 323 crew members. 
The 27-year-old, 29 008-ton cruise ship was built in 1991. Her cruise included a 65-day, one-way trip from Hamburg in 
Germany to Villefranche-sur-Mer in France.  

SHOWING CONFIDENCE IN OUR CITY

Port Manager, Rajesh Dana said 
that the port is scheduled to receive 
18 cruise vessels, operated by 12 
different companies, this season 
between November 2018 and  
April 2019.

“Cruise liner tourism is aligned with 
TNPA’s vision of transforming the port 
into a Smart People’s Port. The cruise 
season provides a big boost for Nelson 
Mandela Bay’s economy, allowing 
tourists to access recreational, 
leisure and wildlife experiences in-
and-around our city. We’re delighted 
that cruise lines continue to show 
confidence in our city,” Dana said. The MS Amadea in the Port of PE.

PORT OF PE



The Port of PE welcomed the unique Ocean Dream passenger liner for a three-day stay on 23 January 2019.  

“This is a significant occasion as it not only marks the 100th Peace Boat global voyage and Peace Boat’s 35th 
anniversary, but her visit is also symbolic to Nelson Mandela Bay – named after South Africa’s Nobel Peace Prize winner, 
president Nelson Mandela. The port shares Peace Boat’s aspirations of fostering peace, human rights, environmental 
protection and sustainable development,” said Rajesh Dana, Port Manager. 

OFFICIAL WELCOME
The ship was welcomed by a tug ballet demonstration on the water and traditional dance on shore. This was followed by an 
intimate ceremony on board where the vessel was officially welcomed to the city. Captain Viktor Alymov of the Ocean Dream 
exchanged plaques with TNPA Pilot, Andrew Ker Fox and took the guests on a guided tour through the ship. 

PROMOTING PEACE VIA GLOBAL VOYAGES
Peace Boat is a global non-government organisation headquartered in Japan. It was established to raise awareness and 
build connections internationally among groups that work towards peace, human rights, environmental protection and 
sustainable development. It carries out its main activities through a chartered passenger liner that travels the world on 
peace voyages. 

“We are extremely excited that the agreement with BPO has been concluded 
and that we can welcome a world-class independent operator to the Port of 
PE,” said Nozipho Mdawe, Chief Operating Officer, TNPA. She added that the 
development would optimise the use of Sheds 10 and 11, and give the port an 
edge in the competition for import and export cargo in Southern Africa. 

BPO was formed in 2004 and is one of the largest providers of in-port logistics 
in South Africa, with operations in all of the country’s commercial ports. It has 
established an enviable reputation for its world-class expertise in stevedoring, 
transport, agency clearing and forwarding, as well as warehousing services. BPO 
is a fully empowered Black Empowerment entity with a level 2 rating. 

TNPA celebrated its agreement with Bidfreight Port Operations (Pty) Ltd 
(BPO) as its first Multi-Purpose Terminal operator responsible for the 
design, development, financing, construction, operation and maintenance 
of the terminal at Sheds 10 and 11 in the Port of PE, following an open 
tender process.

FIRST VISIT OF UNIQUE FLOATING PEACE PROJECT 

CELEBRATING THE 
APPOINTMENT OF 
MULTI-PURPOSE 

TERMINAL OPERATOR

Nozipho Mdawe (TNPA’s Chief Operating 
Officer) hands over the official agreement 
to Jannie Roux (BPO Managing Director).

The Ocean Dream, chartered by Peace Boat.  Traditional dancers welcome a passenger onto our shores. 
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PORT OF PE HOSTS THE FIRST EVER COLOUR RUN 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL FISHING DAY BOOSTS LOCAL LEARNERS

Following the success of the 
People’s Port Festival during the 
first weekend of December 2018, 
the Port of PE again hosted a very 
successful event on 9 December. It 
became the very first port in Africa, 
to host the Colour Run. 

With over 6 million participants 
worldwide, the Colour Run is an 
internationally recognised event 
known as the “Happiest 5km on the 
planet”. 

“We were extremely proud to host 
the Colour Run in the Port of PE as 
part of the world’s largest untimed 
running series. This event is hosted 
in over 200 cities in 40 different 
countries annually. It afforded us the 
opportunity not only to showcase 
the port’s world-class infrastructure, 
but also its potential for the future 
waterfront development. It gives 
expression to our vision of evolving 
into a Smart People’s Port. Every 
successful event brings us a step 
closer to realising this vision,” said 
Rajesh Dana, Port Manager. 

More than 200 anglers “paid” for their 
admission to the quayside with a 
stationery pack to the value of R100. They 
could either exchange it for an entrance 
ticket at various tackle shops or bring 
the stationery packs to the event to gain 
access to the quay. Altogether 250 packs 
will be handed over to Young Park Primary 
School on 3 April 2019. 

“Our charity drive through these regular 
fishing days has a positive impact on our 
disadvantaged community, while catering 
for the needs of our local anglers too. It 
is important that we reach out to both of 
them as a responsible corporate citizen,” 
said Thembinkosi Karel, co-founder of the 
Transgivers, TNPA’s volunteer group.

Young and old were attracted to the Back-to-School Fishing Day in the Port of PE, 
despite the Windy City living up to its reputation. 

The Port of PE’s Back-to-School Fishing Day in January symbolically "killed two fish with one worm".  Not only did it give keen 
anglers of the city the opportunity to fish securely from the Charl Malan Quay, but disadvantaged learners also benefitted. 



PORT OF NGQURA

Guests gathered on site to celebrate the milestone of the start of the construction of the new liquid bulk facility at the Port of Ngqura.

TNPA and Oiltanking 
Grindrod Calulo (OTGC) 
turned the first sod on 
Thursday, 21 February, 
at the site of the Port of 
Ngqura’s future liquid 
bulk tank farm and main 
access road. This comes 
ahead of the planned 
decommissioning and 
rehabilitation of the 
existing liquid bulk 
facilities at the Port of PE, 
which will pave the way for 
Ngqura’s establishment as a 
new petroleum trading hub 
for Southern Africa.

Port Manager, Tandi Legakeng and Chairman of OTCG, Mkhuseli Faku planted a tree together on 
site as a symbol of growth and a successful future. 

LIQUID BULK FACILITY – 
CONSTRUCTION STARTS



A local school choir welcomed guests on site, singing among others songs, the South African national anthem - Nkosi Sikelel'iAfrika.

Port of Ngqura Port Manager, Tandi Lebakeng addressed guests at the 
celebratory occasion. “I am very excited to be witnessing this long-term 
strategic plan become a reality.  Today’s sod turning is significant in the 
port’s history. This development will enable the port to support South 
Africa’s overall petroleum demand projections,” she said. 

LIQUID BULK FACILITY – CONSTRUCTION STARTS CONT....

“As the port landlord, 
TNPA is providing 

port infrastructure 
for the new liquid 

bulk terminal 
to commence 

operations at the 
end of 2020. Let’s 

celebrate this 
milestone together!” 

Port Manager, Tandi Legakeng.
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Olwethu Mzimeli Bongi Nomqhuphu Anda Mzinyathi

Ntombizonke Khayisa

Makabongwe Sibandile

Awonke Notshulwana

Lulamile Mnyila 

DEVELOPING A PIPELINE OF SKILLS

“TNPA embarked on this initiative in 2012 to develop a pipeline of these 
scarce skills, vital to our operations. To date 90% of TNPA’s Tug Masters 
and Marine Pilots are products of this programme. Some have advanced 
to Deputy Harbour Masters, Harbour Masters and Marine Operations 
Managers – qualifications that are high in demand internationally,” said 
Siphokazi Maqetuka, HR Manager of the Port of Ngqura. 

“Through this programme we are not only preparing youth for 
maritime careers to meet the needs of the ports, but uplifting 
surrounding communities. We have various interventions in place to 
attract and develop these highly skilled young people. It begins at 
previously disadvantaged high schools where we offer bursaries to 
deserving matriculants at adopted schools nationally. Our maritime 
career awareness programme includes media exposure, career 
exhibitions, visits to schools, allowing learners to visit our ports and 
partnerships with various stakeholders in the education sphere,” 
Siphokazi said. 

PLOUGHING BACK INTO THE EASTERN CAPE
The seven trainees, now gaining workplace experience in the Port 
of Ngqura, were initially recruited from schools in the Eastern 
Cape. They have now come back to their home port after being 
away, completing their academic studies and sea-time experience 
elsewhere. The five males and two females have been employed from 
November 2018 for three years. 

MARITIME 
TRAINING - 
PLOUGHING BACK 
SCARCE SKILLS INTO 
THE EASTERN CAPE
The Port of Ngqura is proudly making a 
significant contribution to the development of 
critical skills required by the South African port 
system, with the intake of seven marine cadets 
recently. They represent a group of ten cadets, 
out of a national port pipeline of 31, who have 
just completed their required academic and 
sea borne training before being employed by 
the port for three years to complete their Tug 
Master training.  

The other three of the ten cadets are being 
employed by the Port of Richards Bay as Trainee 
Tug Masters. 21 cadets are still in the process 
of completing their cadetship at academic 
institutions or at sea. 



MARITIME TRAINING - PLOUGHING BACK SCARCE SKILLS INTO THE EASTERN CAPE CONT....

TUG MASTER TRAINING

“The Tug Master Trainees are trained to handle and manoeuvre 
tugboats within port limits and in rare cases they will do 
coastal voyages between ports. The training also includes the 
managing of crew and ensuring that tug maintenance is done 
effectively,” said Sibusiso Dlamini, Tug Master in the Port of 
Ngqura, assisting the Tug Master Trainees with tug handling 
skills as well as SAMSA requirements and regulations. 

CONTINUOUSLY IMPROVING OPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY

“This initiative is more than just bricks and mortar or the 
latest technology. None of our strategic plans can succeed 
without having the appropriate pipeline of maritime 
skills, knowledge and experience in place. At the heart of 
this programme is the need to continuously improve the 
operational efficiency of our ports, to remain globally 
competitive and in the process lower the cost of doing 
business, offering our customers quality service,” said  
Siphokazi.

THE MARINE CADET PROGRAMME
Students interested in the Marine Cadet Programme are required to pass pure Maths, Physical Science and English in Grade 12. They 
can study Maritime Studies (Navigation) and Marine Engineering through the Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT), the 
Durban University of Technology (DUT) or the Nelson Mandela University (NMU).



PORT OF NGQURA

OPENING UP NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR BOAT 
BUILDING IN THE EASTERN CAPE
The Port of Ngqura is proud to have hosted the testing and launch of the first ever locally manufactured aluminium 
vessels by PE-based boat builder, Legacy Marine. As the company’s ship yard is based in Perseverance, the low bridges 
blocked the route to the Port of PE in the past, restricting the building of larger vessels. When the new Port of Ngqura 
stepped up as an alternative port, it contributed to the expansion of boat building in the Eastern Cape. 

“Now that the port is available for new vessel launches, we can build larger vessels, providing a boost to the boat building 
sector in the region. When we approached the port in 2017 as an alternative port from which to launch newly built vessels, 
they were very willing to assist us. Since then Legacy Marine has launched four new vessels at the port, with the last 
vessel being shipped to Angola in February,” said Gary Tait, General Manager - Sales of Legacy Marine. 

“We conducted all the vessels’ commissioning and sea trials with our international clients in the port. The Ngqura team has 
been extremely professional and provided immense support to us,” Tait said. 

SUPPORTING LOCAL MANUFACTURERS

“It was an honour and privilege for the Port of Ngqura to berth these newly built vessels. We are open to new activities 
that make business sense. This way we have shown that we are not only focusing on big vessels and revenue, but also on 
smaller up-and-coming businesses. The activities included a vessel launch, ship stability, seaworthiness and navigational 
equipment testing, as well as a survey according to local authority standards and mooring arrangements – using ropes to 
keep the vessels alongside the berth,” said Vuyani Ntsimango, Acting Deputy Harbour Master of the Port of Ngqura. 

“We strive to give the best service possible to our customers – from the moment they enter our gates. We look forward 
to assisting more manufacturers of locally built vessels in our ports, helping them to grow their businesses,” 
Ntsimango said. 



FOUR VESSELS LAUNCHED

The four vessels consisted of two Passenger Transfer Vessels for an international cruise liner and two customised Dive 
Support Vessels for Stapem Offshore, based in France. The two Passenger Transfer Vessels operate in Mozambique, while 
the Dive Support Vessels are designed to operate in the oil and gas production sector off the Angolan coastline. 

DIVE VESSELS

The Dive Support Vessels were the latest two vessels tested and launched. They are designed to work alongside a 
mothership and carry out subsea inspections and repairs to the oil platforms. They are working dive stations from where 
daily underwater operations are directed. These vessels are equipped with a 3-man air dive system, ROV (Remotely 
Operated Underwater Vehicle), a subsea HP (High Pressure) washer and subsea welding capabilities. Due to their size and 
efficient use of space the vessels are extremely cost-effective and high-tech work platforms.

LATEST TECHNOLOGY
The two Dive Support Vessels were custom designed by international naval design company Incat Crowther in conjunction 
with Legacy Marine and the end-client. They were built under American Bureau of Shipping (ABS) class survey, which was 
the first new vessel survey done in South Africa by ABS.

OPENING UP NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR BOAT BUILDING IN THE EASTERN CAPE CONT....

PORT OF NGQURA


